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Cheng would not sell it, much to the astonishment of people
around. "What merits does the horse have," they exclaimed, "that
one should offer so much for it and the other refuse to sell?" As
Cheng rode back to his house, the prospective buyer followed him
and raised his offer again and again until it reached twenty-five
thousand, but Cheng refused and said that he would not sell for
a cash less than thirty thousand. In the meantime his wife's brothers
called him a fool to refuse, but Cheng stuck to his position and
finally got his thirty thousand. Being curious to know why the
buyer should have paid such a high price, Cheng trailed him and
asked him about it. Then he found that the buyer was an officer
in charge of the imperial stables at Chaoying and that he was about
to vacate his post. A horse with a mole in the identical place as
the one he had just bought had died three years previously. As the
horse was valued at sixty thousand cash he would not only stand
to gain thirty thousand if he could substitute a horse of that
description in the official register, but could also pocket the money
he had saved on feed over those three years. The horse was there-
fore cheap at the price he paid for it and it was for that that he
had bought it.
Once, her clothes having become worn, Jenshih asked Yin to get
her some new dresses. Yin offered her some silks, but Jenshih
refused them, saying that she preferred to have garments ready
made. Yin called in a merchant by the name of Chang Ta so that
he could ascertain from Jenshih just what she wanted. When Chang
Ta saw her he was so struck with her beauty that he said to Yin,
"A lady of such beauty could not be found outside the Emperor's
palace or the mansion of some great nobleman. If you have indeed
kidnapped her, you should return her at once so as to avoid the
terrible consequences of detection." From this one can imagine how
striking her beauty must have been. She never sewed but always
bought ready made clothes, a circumstance that neither Cheng nor
Yin could understand.
A year or so later Cheng received an order to go to Chin-cheng
on a military mission. Now Cheng had been able to spend only the
day with Jenshih since he was married and had to return to his wife